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15th Anniversary of Vanguard-1 Launch

By John J. Macco, ATA #28950

Vanguard-1, officially known as 1958
Beta 2, was the second earth satellite
to be launched by the United States and
remains today as the oldest man-made
object in earth orbit. The Vanguard
program was announced in July 1955
with the satellite launch scheduled to
take place within the International
Geophysical Year (July 1957-December
1958. ~ Vanguard-l was successfully
%Eaé?ched on March 17, 1958 at 7:15 AM

The Vanguard program was the
responsibility of Naval Research
Laboratory, Washington, D.C. The
Vanguard satellite was a 6.4” spherical
shell with 6 equally spaced antenna rods
(each 12” long) and weighed 3.24 pounds.
It was the first satellite to use solar

cells as a source of power. The satellite
was launched inte an initial orbit of
406 miles by 2467 miles inclined 34.2°.
The solar powered transmitter func-
tioned until May 1964, more than 6 years
of operation. The satellite is expected
to remain in orbit until 2250. The an-
niversary cover was autographed by
Director of Project Vanguard, John

Hagen and Deputy Director, J. Paul
Walsh.
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