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From Outer Space
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Astronaut Autographs on Covers
John J. Macco

As a result of my series on autographed
space covers in Topical Time, | have received
many inquiries about space cover collecting
and astronaut autographs. Topical Time read-
ers want to know how I got started. Where do
I send covers for launch and landing cancella-
tions and autographs?

To get started, 1 suggest joining the ATA
Space Unit. Established in 1957 after the
launching of Sputnik, the Space Unit publish-
es a bimonthly journal called Astrophile
which includes a list of upcoming scheduled
space missions and the names of the crew.
Space Unit annual membership dues of $12
plus a one-time $1 initiation fee should be sent
to Bernice Scholl, P.O. Box 522579,
Marathon Shores, FL. 33052-2579.

The post offices at Kennedy Space Center,
Cape Canaveral, and Edwards Air Force Base
will hold covers awaiting cancellations on
launch and landing dates. Send your pre-
stamped covers accompanied by a self-
addressed return envelope about one week
before each launch; if the launch is delayed.
the covers will be held for the actual launch.

For astronaut autographs, send your can-
celled covers to the Johnson Space Center,
Houston, TX 77058. It is entirely up to the
individual astronauts as to whether they will
actually autograph the cover or whether they
will use the autopen machine for the auto-
graph. | have found that the majority of the
astronauts honor autograph requests. Be sure
to include a pre-stamped and self-addressed
return envelope with your request, and be
patient because astronauts have busy sched-
ules. A personal note with an expression of
appreciation is always welcomed by the astro-
nauts.

Over the years, 1 have obtained autographs
of over 100 astronauts, most of which have
been illustrated in my Topical Time series.
Among the more notable are the following
commanders listed in alphabetical order.

John Blaha, commander of Columbia
(STS-58) described in this article.

Vance T. Brand, commander of
Columbia (STS-5), Challenger (Mission-
41B), and Columbia (STS-35).

Charles F. Bolden, Jr., commander of
Atlantis (STS-45) and Discovery (STS-60).
Bolden also served as pilot for Discovery
(STS-31).

John O. Creighton, commander of

Discovery (STS-48). Creighton also piloted
Discovery in 1985,

Robert L. Crippen, commander of
Challenger (STS-7) and Mission-41C.
Crippen was also commander of the first
Columbia that flew in April 1981, but I do not
have that cover.

Frank Culberson, commander of
Discovery (STS-51) described in this article.

Robert L. Gibson, commander of
Endeavor (STS-47). Gibson also served as
pilot for Challenger (Mission-41B).

Ronald J. Grabe, commander of
Discovery (STS-42) and Endeavor (STS-57).

Henry (Hank) W. Hartsfield, Jr., com-
mander of Challenger (Mission-61A).
Hartsfield previously piloted Columbia in
June 1982, and is an ardent stamp collector.

Frederick Hauck, commander of
Discovery (Mission-51A). Hauck previously
served as pilot for Challenger (STS-7).

Stephen R. Nagel, commander of Atlantis
(STS-37) and Columbia (STS-55). Nagel also
served as pilot of Challenger (Mission-61A).

Robert F. Overmyer, commander of
Challenger in 1985, and he earlier served as
pilot of Columbia (STS-5).

Brewster H. Shaw, Jr., commander of
Atlantis (Mission-61B) and Columbia in
1989.

David M. Walker, commander of Atlantis
(STS-30) and Discovery (STS-53). Walker
also was pilot for Discovery (Mission-51A).

There is, of course, a missing cover for
Francis (Dick) R. Scobee, commander of
Challenger (Mission 51L) which exploded
shortly after takeoff. However, 1 do have
Scobee's autograph as pilot of Challenger
(Mission-41C). Others who perished with
Scobee include pilot Michael J. Smith, mis-
sion specialists Ronald E. McNair, Ellison S.
Onizuka, Judith A. Resnik, Gregory B. Jarvis,
and Sharon Christa McAuliffe, the first school
teacher in space.

[Editor’s Note: The Price Guide to
Autographs, Second Edition (Wallace-
Homestead. Radnor, Pennsylvania, 1991)
prices autographs of the Challenger (Mission
SIL) crew at between $100 for $200 each
except for Christa McAuliffe’s autograph
which lists for over $500.]

Other “firsts” in my astronaut autograph
collection include Sally K. Ride, the first
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American woman in space who was a mission
specialist on Challenger (STS-7). The first
Afro-American into space was Guion (Guy)
S. Bluford, Jr.; he served as mission specialist
on Challenger (STS-8), Challenger (Mission-
61A), and Discovery (STS-53).

Marc Garneau was the first Canadian
astronaut; Mae Carol Jemison was the first
black woman in space; Mamoru Mohri was
the first Japanese national in space; Rudolpho
Neri was the first Mexican national in space;
Bill Nelson was the first member of Congress
in space; and Ellen Ochoa was the first
Hispanic woman astronaut.

For those who prefer to purchase auto-
graphed space covers, or those who want to
obtain cancelled space covers to have them
autographed, 1 recommend the dealers who
advertise in the Astrophile.

And now for my review of Space Missions
1992-1994. The Space Shuttle continues to
launch many diverse payloads, including
IML-1, ATLAS-1, SPACELAB-J, SPACE-
LAB D-2, SPACEHAB, ACTS, and SLS-2.
Here are descriptions of these payloads, their
crews, and their flights.

STS-42 Discovery was launched at 9:52
a.m. EST on January 22, 1992 with a crew
consisting of commander Ronald Grabe; pilot
Stephen  Oswald; payload commander
Norman Thaygard; mission specialists David
Hilmers and William Readdy; and payload
specialists Roberta Bondar and Ulf Merbold.
The primary payload was the International
Microgravity Laboratory (IML-1).
Touchdown of Discovery took place at 11:07
a.m. EST January 30, 1992, at Edwards Air
Force Base concrete runway #22. Discovery
flew 128 orbits in 193 hours and 15 minutes.
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STS-45 Atlantis was launched at 8:14
a.m. EST on March 24, 1992, with a crew
consisting of commander Charles Bolden;
pilot Brian Duffy; payload commander Kathy
Sullivan; mission specialists David Leetsma
and Michael Foale; and payload specialists
Dirk Frimout and Byron Lichtenberg. The pri-
mary payload was the Atmospheric
Laboratory for Applications and Science
(ATLAS-1). Touchdown of Atlantis took
place at 6:23 a.m, EST on April 2, 1992, at
Kennedy Space Center runway #33. Atlantis
flew 144 orbits in 214 hours and 10 minutes.
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STS-47 Endeavor was launched at 10:23
a.m. EST on September 12, 1992, with a crew
consisting of commander Robert Gibson; pilot
Curtis Brown; payload commander Mark Lee;
mission specialists Jan Davis, Jay Apt, and
Mae Carol Jemison; and payload specialist
Mamoru Mohri. The primary payload was the
Japanese Spacelab-J. Touchdown of Endeavor
took place at 8:53 a.m. EST on September 20,
1992, at Kennedy Space Center runway #33.
Endeavor flew 127 orbits in 190 hours and 30
minutes.

STS-53 Discovery was launched at 8:24
a.m. EST on December 2, 1992, with a crew
consisting of commander David Walker; pilot
Robert Cabana; and mission specialists Guion
(Guy) Bluford, Michael Clifford, and James
Voss. The primary payload was DOD-1 (clas-
sified). Touchdown of Discovery took place at
3:43 p.m. EST on December 9, 1992, at
Edwards Air Force Base concrete runway
#22. Discovery flew 117 orbits in 175 hours
and 19 minutes.

STS-55 Columbia was launched at 10:50
a.m. EST on April 26, 1993, with a crew con-
sisting of commander Stephen Nagel; pilot
Terrence Henricks; payload commander Jerry
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Ross; mission specialists Bernard Harris and
Charles Precourt; and German payload spe-
cialists Hans Schlegel and Ulrich Walter. The
primary payload was Spacelab D-2.
Touchdown of Columbia took place at 10:30
a.m. EST on May 6, 1993, at Edwards Air
Force Base concrete runway #22. Columbia
flew 160 orbits in 239 hours and 40 minutes.
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STS-57 Endeavor was launched at 9:07
a.m. EDT on June 21, 1993 with a crew con-
sisting of commander Ronald Grabe; pilot
Brian Duffy; payload commander David Low;
and mission specialists Nancy Sherlock,
Janice Voss, and Peter Wisoff. The primary
payload was Spacehab-1. Touchdown of
Endeavor took place at 8:52 a.m. EDT on July
1, 1993, at Kennedy Space Center runway
#33. Endeavor flew 143 orbits in 215 hours
and 45 minutes.

STS-51 Discovery was launched at 7:45
a.m. EDT on September 12, 1993, with a crew
consisting of commander Frank Culberson;
pilot William Readdy; and mission specialists
Daniel Bursch, James Newman, and Carl
Walz. The primary payload was the Advanced
Communications  Technology  Satellite
(ACTS). Touchdown of Discovery took place
at 3:46 am. EDT on September 22, 1993, at
Kennedy Space Center runway #135.
Discovery flew 158 orbits in 236 hours and 11
minutes.

STS-ﬁ Columbia was launched at 10:53
a.m. EDT on October 18, 1993, with a crew
consisting of commander John Blaha; pilot
Richard Searfoss; payload commander Rhea
Seddon; mission specialists Shannon Lucid,
William McArthur, and David Wolf; and pay-
load specialists Martin Fettman. The primary
payload was the Spacelab Life Sciences (SLS-
2). Touchdown of Columbia took place at
10:06 a.m. EST on November 1, 1993, at
Edwards Air Force Base concrete runway
#22. Columbia flew 224 orbits in 336 hours
and 12 minutes.

STS-60 Discovery was launched at 7:10
am EST on February 3, 1994, with a crew
consisting of commander Charles Bolden;
pilot Ken Reightier; payload commander
Franklin Chang-Diaz; and mission specialists
Jan Davis, Ron Sega, and Sergei Krikalev.
The primary payloads were Spacehab-2 and
the Wake Shield Facility. Touchdown of
Discovery took place at 2:19 p.m. EST on
February 11, 1994, at Kennedy Space Center
runway #15. Discovery flew 132 orbits in 199
hours and 9 minutes.

I welcome any questions about space cov-
ers and autograph collecting. Write to me at
the address below.®

John Joseph Macco is a distribution
clerk for the U.S. Postal Service, and he
collects space covers as well as astronaut
and cosmonaut autographs. His earlier arti-
cles on space covers have appeared in
Topical Time, whole #188, page 64-67,
July-August 1981; whole #229, page 77-
79, May-June 1988; and whole #263,
pages 52-53, January-February 1994. His
mailing address is 1790 Rochester Street,
Crofton, MD 21114-2612.





