TWELVE MEN WHO WALKED ON THE MOON
Bill York (SU 5423)
          Six Apollo missions safely landed on the Moon during the period 1969 to 1972.  The last moon mission was in 1972, 33 years ago.  Only twelve men have actually walked on the Moon - all Americans.  How many of them can you name?  Armstrong, Aldrin…..  Don't be surprised if you cannot name all of them.  Very few people can name all of them, just as very few people (even collectors) can name the original seven US astronauts (Carpenter, Cooper, Glenn, Grissom, Schirra, Shepard and Slayton).  Which Mercury astronaut was among the 12 who walked on the Moon?  You will find his name in the list below: 

	Commander
	LM Pilot
	Mission
	Date

	Neil Armstrong
	Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin
	 Apollo 11
	 July 1969

	Charles "Pete" Conrad
	Alan Bean
	Apollo 12
	Nov 1969

	Alan Shepard
	Edgar Mitchell
	Apollo 14
	Feb  1971

	David Scott
	James Irwin
	Apollo 15
	July 1971

	John Young
	Charles Duke
	Apollo 16
	Apr 1972

	Gene Cernan
	Harrison Schmitt
	Apollo 17
	Dec 1972


          Twelve additional US astronauts have approached/encountered the Moon without landing.  Can you name any of them?   Their names are listed below:
	Commander
	CM Pilot
	LM Pilot
	Mission
	Date

	Frank Borman
	Jim Lovell (1)
	Bill Anders
	Apollo 8
	Dec 1968

	Tom Stafford
	
	
	Apollo 10
	May 1969

	
	Michael Collins
	
	Apollo 11
	July 1969

	
	Richard Gordon
	
	Apollo 12
	Nov 1969

	Jim Lovell (2)
	John Swigert
	Fred Haise
	Apollo 13
	Apr 1970

	
	Stuart Roosa
	
	Apollo 14
	Feb 1971

	
	Al Worden
	
	Apollo 15
	July 1971

	
	Ken Mattingly
	
	Apollo 16
	Apr 1972

	
	Ronald Evans
	
	Apollo 17
	Dec 1972


          Astronaut Jim Lovell came within reach of the Moon twice (Apollo 8 & Apollo 13) and could not land.  But it was the crew of Apollo 10 (Stafford, Cernan & Young) which was given a second chance by NASA.  Apollo 10, the final rehearsal for the first manned lunar landing, came within 9 miles (14 km) of the lunar surface in the Lunar Module ("Snoopy").  The Apollo 10 crew patch (shown here) shows the LM in what appears to be a blastoff from the Moon, when it is actually a return to the CM from Moon orbit.  Two of the crew members landed on the moon on later Apollo flights: John Young - Apollo 16, Gene Cernan - Apollo 17.   It should be noted that on their return to Earth the crew of Apollo 10 set a speed record that still stands.  Their Apollo capsule plunged into the Earth's atmosphere at a speed of 24,797 mph (39,897 km/h before splashing down in the Pacific Ocean.  
          Collectors have had 33 years to build their Apollo space cover collections.  Sometime within the next 15 years we will return to the Moon.  The number of moon walkers will double in a few missions; so will the value of your Apollo mission space covers.  Now is the time to build your Apollo collection.  If you are just beginning, you should obtain a copy of the Space Unit CD "Study of Suspect Space Covers" by Paul Bulver.  It is available from the SU Secretary, Carmine Torrisi.  []
Ref: http://www.fact-index.com/1/1ilist_of_astronauts.html
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