CAPSULE COMMENTS
Bill York (SU 5423)

Pluto Discovery Remembered

          On the 75th anniversary of the discovery of the planet Pluto by astronomer Clyde Tombaugh (1930), the USPS approved a pictorial cancellation featuring Tombaugh that was used in Las Cruses, New Mexico.   The Mesilla Valley Stamp Club prepared a cover for this occasion (shown here) with the Tombaugh cancel, space stamps and a printed cachet featuring an astrolabe.  The covers are available for $1.50 each from the MVSC, P.O. Box 546, Mesilla, NM 99046.  If all goes as planned, these covers can be used again for another appropriate cancellation in January 2006 when the New Horizons spacecraft is launched on its mission to Pluto/Charon and the Kuiper Belt.  The MVSC has other space covers available.  
Alan Shepard/Freedom 7 Stamp Proposed

          Alan Shepard (1923-1998) was the "first American in space" on 24 Mar 1961 when he was carried by MR-3/Freedom 7 on a 15 minute 28 second suborbital flight to an altitude of 187.5 km (116.5 mi.).  The USPS should issue a stamp in 2008 (10th anniversary of his death) for Cmdr. Shepard because of his achievement as the "first American in space."  The Citizens Stamp Advisory Committee requires that a person be deceased for at least ten years before they will be considered for a stamp.  In recent years, this honor has been extended to a variety of individuals.  Considering Cmdr. Shepard's achievement, the CSAC is probably already preparing such an issue for 2008.  Your support would be appreciated.  Write to the Citizens Stamp Advisory Committee, USPS, 1735 North Lynn St. (Rm. 5013), Arlington, VA  22209-6432 and express your support for such an issue.
          Cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin (1934-1968) was launched aboard Vostok-1 19 days after Shepard.  He reached an altitude of 344 km (213.75 mi.) and returned to Earth, parachuting the last 7 miles after being automatically ejected from his space capsule.  He is rightly called the "first human in space" because he actually orbited Earth.  His use of a parachute to land was kept secret because a pilot is required to remain with the craft to achieve a record.  

Free IASP Patch & Lapel Pin    
          As you may know, the International Association of Space Philatelists (IASP) was founded by Herbert Rosen in 1968 and published the Explorer until 1990.  The IASP no longer exists.  However, we recently discovered a small supply of IASP logo patches and pins.  I will send these free to any Space Unit member who sends a large stamped-addressed envelope (60¢ postage) to me at 30 Park Ave. (20P), New York, NY  10016.  I will include one of the new full-color Space Unit membership applications which you can pass on to a friend.  

Collect.Space.com Message Board
          As SU member John Macco mentioned in the Mar-Apr 2005 Astrophile (pp. 91-92), several Space Unit members use the CollectSpace.com Message Board on a regular basis to comment on space events and space philately.  The message board is very easy to use.   You are only required to register and choose a screen name.  Your comments can be any length and you may include photos.  Many collectors use their screen name to sign on and then use their real name at the end of a posting.  
          I have posted my opinions on many matters, from ASTP to our return to the Moon and to Mars.  The postings are entered into several categories, including: News & Events, Free Space, Autographs, Space Auctions, Buy-Sell-Trade, Space Philately, etc.  This is NOT a chat room, where very brief sarcastic remarks are often made.  The message board is monitored by the CS staff.  It is interesting to see how many postings your comments elicit from other collectors.  As additional postings are made to your comment, you are informed by e-mail (if you wish) and the additional comments form a "thread" which includes all comments on the same "posting."   I hope to "see" you there.  [] 
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