BOOK REVIEW: "DESTINATION MARS"

by Alain Dupas
Reviewed by Bill York (SU 5423)

          No, this is not a science fiction novel.  It is a large (11 3/4" x 9 3/4") space reference book, 209 pages long with 350 photographs and illustrations by space artist Ron Miller, including 5 8-page gatefolds each 36" wide, all in full color.  You will see photos and illustrations of spacecraft and the Martian surface that you have never seen.   This is a timely (2004) exploration of both NASA images and the artist's concepts of the Red Planet.  This reference, published by Firefly Books, explores the successes of the Mariner, Viking and Pathfinder spacecraft and recounts the many failures in our effort to explore our neighbor planet.  

          Mars has been chosen by NASA as the prime objective for space exploration in the 21st Century.  This book recalls the many books and movies devoted to Mars and the history of our interest in this planet from the Egyptians to scientist Carl Sagan.   It covers the past, present and future of the space program and goes on to explore each planet of our solar system.  A major part of the book is devoted to the details of a proposed first mission to Mars, which is speculated to take place during the period 2033 to 2035, for a total of 944 days for the round trip mission.  The establishment of a permanent base on Mars is examined, as is the use of the Martian moon Phobos as a transfer station to and from the primary spacecraft.  
          I have only one disagreement with the Mars mission as proposed in Destination Mars.  The author has chosen seven as the ideal number of crew members.  I would be willing to wager that the crew will be much larger, perhaps 12 or even more.  Yes, one should be a doctor, but there should be a backup for every important position and the entire crew should have basic medical training.  The Mars base as proposed by Alain Dupas is similar to the Mars Colony illustrated on the set of miniature sheets issued in 2000 by Maldives.  The two sheets of nine stamps (shown here) depict life on a Mars Colony, including a lighthouse/control tower, which would be essential to control air and ground traffic.  I will add this book to my desktop reference library and will refer to it often as we continue to explore the Red Planet.  []
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