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          This year marks the 30 anniversary of the Apollo/Soyuz (ASTP) launch and historic docking in space on 15 July 1975.  I was honored to cover this event with my wife Joan as correspondents for the IASP Explorer.  Our brief visit to Cape Canaveral and Kennedy Space Center included a tour of KSC, news conferences and a view of the ASTP launch from the Press Site.  After obtaining our credentials from the Cape Canaveral Press Center, we proceeded by bus to KSC for a tour, which included an elevator ride to the 12th floor of the VAB.  I remember the elevator ride because it was packed with correspondents and I accidentally leaned on the buttons, causing the elevator to stop on every floor.  I took many photos in the cavernous VAB (Fig. 1).  I was really impressed with the size of this building and the huge American flag painted on the outside.  There was also a large model of the ASTP capsule and docking module on the ground floor.  A press conference was held on the 12th floor.  
          For this mission Joan handled all of the scheduling, which was very important because the locations were miles apart.  We visited as many local post offices as possible during our visit, including: Cape Canaveral, Satellite Beach, Titusville (Fig. 2), and the main Orlando post office.  In Orlando we purchased 100 sheets of the new 15¢ ASTP stamps, which we used to prepare 700 ASTP docking covers, which were distributed free to all IASP members with the Explorer upon our return to New York.   The covers had to be prepared in the hotel room.  I recall that the stamps were very large and very sticky; making the preparation of the 700 covers an arduous task.  The covers were then returned to the Orlando post office for cancellation and processing.  
          Joan had previously made arrangements with the Orlando Postmaster to allow us to take photos of the cancellation of the various covers in the processing room of the Orlando post office.  This had never been done before, as far as I know.  We were covered with credentials as we entered the room, accompanied by a Public Information Officer.  We introduced ourselves to several of the postal workers, who were working on thousands of covers of various kinds from collectors throughout the world.  Some were working on launch covers, some on docking covers and some on FDC's of the ASTP stamps with the KSC cancellation.  I took a few photos of the postal workers after first obtaining permission from them.  They were very helpful and cooperative in this era of cooperation in space.  We then left the facility.  To save time, I mailed the rolls of used film to a photo lab in New York.  Upon our return to New York, we discovered that the photos had been lost, either in the mail or at the photo lab.
          We met several space collectors in Cape Canaveral, including Ken Havekotte in line at the CC post office and Chuck Vukotich, who recalled our meeting during a recent phone conversation.  Several other space collectors from the New York area joined us in Cape Canaveral. They later watched the launch from various locations in the area.  At the Press Center in Cape Canaveral we obtained Press Kits, photos and other material necessary to prepare a report.  I began to write the report in the hotel room.   Prior to the launch, a press conference was held at the Cape Canaveral Press Center.  There were several NASA officials on the panel, including astronaut John Young, who was Chief of the Astronaut Office at that time.  They took questions from the reporters who were seated in the room.  I was in the back of the room with Joan and a few others.  I took a few photos (Fig. 3) and attempted to ask a question about the danger of the mission, but another correspondent beat me to that question.  In this photo you can see the crowd of reporters, each trying to ask a question.  The reporters from the major networks were not there.  They were probably at the launch site.  The press conference ended and the reporters and correspondents began to leave.  
          Astronaut Young was standing by a small ASTP model signing autographs for some of the conference attendees (Fig. 4).  I handed him a few of the folders and press kits that we had and commented about the good weather.  Meanwhile, Joan was looking for something for him to autograph.  Workers were disassembling the conference tables.  Joan asked one of them for John's Young's name plate.  He removed it from the frame and gave it to her.  Astronaut Young was surprised to see his own name plate presented to him for an autograph, but he happily signed it.   We later had the name plate cancelled on the first day of issue of the ASTP stamps (Fig. 5).  
          Next was the ASTP launch, which we witnessed from the Press Site.  The grandstand was filled with photographers and their equipment (Fig. 6).  As the launch approached, we all counted down with the enormous digital clock located there.  Then we saw a flash from the launch pad (Fig. 7) and a cloud of smoke.  Seconds later the roar of the Saturn 1-B engines reached us.  We all took pictures until the rocket turned into a dot.  Following the launch, we left the Press Site and headed for the hotel, stopping long enough to take a few photos of the tracking dishes at Cape Canaveral (Fig. 8).  As you can imagine, there was an enormous traffic jam leading away from the launch site, which lasted for hours.  Several vehicles actually ran out of gas while in line to pay the many small tolls.  
This was the only bad part of our trip to KSC.  

          The Apollo/Soyuz mission was a great success.  The spirit of cooperation that was experienced by the astronauts/cosmonauts in space was mirrored on Earth at Cape Canaveral by the USPS, NASA and the many space collectors who witnessed this mission with us.  We were all "eyewitnesses to history."  []
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