The third phase was the manned free flights. These flights verified the Orbiter’s pilot guided approach and landing capability; demonstrated the Orbiter’s subsonic terminal energy management auto land approach capability and verified the Orbiter’s subsonic airworthiness, integrated system operation and selected subsystems in preparation for the first manned orbital flight. 

          The illustrated cover was cancelled on date of first free flight and autographed by the ALT crew of Fred Haise and Gordon Fullerton.

         All three test phases were highly successful. 
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