
Exceptionally RARE and FLOWN space mail cover by U.S. satellite  Discoverer 
17.  This rare cover was contained in the Discoverer 17  satellite launched by the 
U.S. Air Force into orbit from Vandenberg  Air Force Base, California, November 
12, 1960, and subsequently  recovered by C-119 aircraft over the mid-Pacific Ocean. 

A USAF fact sheet accompanying the flown cover states, “On the thirty-first pass, 
after  traveling approximately one million miles, the capsule from Discoverer  17 
was released from the orbiting satellite at 2:31 pm PST.  At 3:05  pm PST, Captain 
Gene W. Jones piloting C-119 Pelican II snagged the  capsule on his first attempt 
(over the mid-Pacific).”

This item plus other selected space and flight related items will be in the January 
28-30 auction, Los Angeles, CA during OrcoExpo.

To order a catalog please contact Chris Harmer or Kurt Schau at (707) 778-6454, 
or email us at auctions@harmerschau.com.
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