CHINESE "TAIKONAUT" HONORED WITH STAMPS
Bill York (SU 5423)
      The Shenzhou-5 (Long March-2F) mission of 16 Oct 2003, carrying the first Chinese "taikonaut" (Yang Liwei) to orbit the Earth, was noted philatelically by several nations: PR China, Sierra Leone, Mongolia, Korea, Hong Kong-China, and Macau-China.  Those from China (Fig. 1) and its territories of Hong Kong and Macau (Fig 2) were issued on the launch date in sets of two se-tenant stamps and also in miniature sheets with very colorful souvenir folders and official FDC's.  They were designed by Wang Huming and Liu Xiangping.  Only 10,200,000 sets of 10 stamps were issues for a population of 1.3-billion.  The stamps of China appear to be artists' impressions, rather than actual photos, to allow for them to be prepared before the launch.  This is what the US did for John Glenn's Friendship 7 Mercury mission on 20 Feb 1962 and for the ASTP mission in 15 July 1975, since those stamps were also issued on the launch day.  Until recently (United We Stand - 9/11), US stamps did not show living people.  The Glenn and ASTP stamps pictured only the spacecraft. The very colorful stamp from Mongolia shows Yang Liwei himself waving to the crowd (Fig. 3), although the photo may have been taken before the launch.
      Yang Liwei (38) was the 241st human in space as of Oct 2003.  He spent 21 hours in space, 14 orbits, over 600,000 kilometers.  He landed in a capsule by parachute in Inner Mongolia, China.  This was the culmination of a space program that began in 1992.  China's Long March rocket was successfully launched 27 times in the period 1996-2003.  The Long March is comparable to our Delta 4 or delta 5.  The Shenzhou is 30-feet long, larger than the Soyuz, and it can hold up to four taikonauts.  Shenzhou means: Sacred Vessel, Magic Vessel, Vessel of the Gods, or Divine Craft.  This was the 5th Shenzhou mission: S-1 (20 Nov 1999), S-2 (10 Jan 2001), S-3 (25 Mar 2002), and S-4 (30 Dec 2002).  A second manned Shenzhou mission is planned, but no plans or details are available.  []                  
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