SWANN AUCTION GALLERIES - SPACE EXPLORATION

Prices Realized 2003/2004

Bill York (5423)
          Swann Auction Galleries of New York City held its 2nd annual auction of space memorabilia in March.  This would be a good time to examine a few of the prices realized for both this auction and their first Space Exploration auction of April 2003.  The 408 lots in Auction #1967 of 12 Apr 2003 and the 333 lots in Auction #2001 of 27 March 2004 included some lots consigned by astronauts (Aldrin, Collins, Cooper, Cunningham, Duke, Mitchell and Stafford).  Astronaut Cunningham actually attended the 2004 auction.  Also consigning items were the estates of astronauts Karl Henize (STS-51F) and David Brown (STS-107).  About 30% (123) of the lots in the first auction went unsold.  This was matched by 36% (122 lots) in the second auction.  

          Both auctions featured many one-of-a-kind items and many technical items.  Only a few of them are mentioned here, since we are mainly concerned with the philatelic items sold.  The lots in both auctions can still be viewed on-line in the Swann website - www.swanngalleries.com, under "view catalogs/prior auctions."  The prices realized were garnered from both the Swann website and from www.collectspace.com.  These were the first space memorabilia auctions for Swann Galleries, which was founded in 1941 and is better known as an auctioneer of rare books, manuscripts, posters and maps.  In the end the total "triple hammer" price in the 2003 auction was $640,000; for 2004 the total hammer price was $385,575.  These "relics from the Space Age" included items not only from the USA, but also from the USSR space program.
          The lots in both auctions were separated into many subject areas: photos, posters, models, autographs, flown items, postal covers, documents, patches, maps, technical material, hardware, etc..  Because of new laws that have been passed, NASA asked that a few items of space hardware be removed from the 2004 auction.  NASA releases some spacesuits and helmets to astronauts for their personal use, not to be sold, unless they are sold for charitable purposes.  "These items are museum pieces," states Steve Hankow of farthestreaches.com.  According to Robert Pearlman of collectspace.com, "A clear hierarchy of desirability has emerged from the sales.  Items flown to the surface of the moon are most in demand, with items flown to the orbit of the moon close behind them."  Next in line are "flown" objects (postal covers, keepsakes and gifts) from the Mercury, Gemini and Apollo spacecraft. "What really dictates value almost more than the item itself is having a solid provenance [origin/source] to show what someone said it actually did," Pearlman said.  "Without it," he continues, "it might as well not have flown."  According to some sources, space shuttle items are considered "humdrum".   
          The 2003 auction saw the following outstanding items sold:  Lot 167 - Apollo XI LM Data Card Book (11 pages inscribed by Armstrong and Aldrin) - $200,000; Lot 168 - Flown US Flag - 26,000; Lot 191 - Flown Apollo XI Cloth Patch $10,000; Lot 221 - Apollo XVI Crew "Insurance Cover (autographed by crew with provenance from Charles Duke) - $1100; Lot 345 - Apollo 9 Mission Cover (with Swanson cachet, autographed by the crew) - $150;   Lot 347 - Apollo XI Launch "Insurance" Cover - $3600; Lot 348 - Apollo XI Landing "Insurance" Cover - $3600; Lot 351 - Apollo 14 Lunar Landing Cover (autographed by crew) - $250; Lot 354 - ASTP Launch Cover (blue ASTP emblem cachet, signed by US & Russian Crews) - $275; Lot 360 - Cosmonauts Visit to Houston (Oct '69) signed by Shepard, Armstrong, Scott, McCandless, Cernan, Lovell, Stafford and Borman - $1500; Lot 361 - Apollo XVII "Insurance" Cover - $600.  Some of these lots are shown here.

           The 2004 auction of 333 lots included 43 flown items, 6 that showed signs of lunar dust.  There were 25 lots of space covers.   It featured the following outstanding items: Lot 53 - Flown Gemini IX Mission Patch - $6500; Lot 109 - Apollo 1 Crew Patch (with provenance by Gordon Cooper) - $1100; Lot 141 - Flown Apollo XI Crew Signed Beta Emblem - $31,000; Lot 151 - Flown Apollo XI Cover (dated 11 Aug '69 signed by crew, with provenance by Buzz Aldrin) - $18,000; Lot 208 - Apollo XVI Crew "Insurance" Cover - $1500;  Lot 287 - STS-107 NASA color lithograph signed by entire crew (with provenance from Brown estate) - $15,000; Lot 292 - Apollo XI Launch "Insurance" Cover - $3600; Lot 293 - Apollo XI Lunar Landing "Insurance" Cover - $2800; Lot 296 - Apollo XIII Abort Cover (signed by Lovell, Swigert, Haise and Mattingly) - $950; Lot 297 - Apollo 14 Lunar Landing Cover (signed by Shepard, Roosa and Mitchell) - $450.  Some of these lots are shown here.  []
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