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 OFFIEIAL CONMEVIRATIVE COVER

SMEAT-Skylab Medical
Experiments Altitude Test

By John J. Macco, ATA #28950

The SMEAT test
Skylab  mission

simulated
conditions except
weightlessness. The ground based
simulation was directed primarily
toward obtaining and evaluating baseline
medical data from those medical ex-
periments which may be altered by the
Skylab environment, There were 16
experiments which were conducted in
SMEAT involving studies of the car-
diovascular system, the expenditure of
energy to do measured work, food and
nutrition. Secondary test objectives in-
cluded the evaluation of selected items
of equipment, medical experiment
procedures and means of handling ex-
periment data. In addition, this test
aided in training the group-based
medical operations team for its par-
ticipation during the Skylab flights. The
SMEAT astronauts entered the chamber
on Jnly 26, 1972 and the test was suc-
cessfully completed on September 20,
1972 — 56 days after its start. The cover
was autographed by the SMEAT crew

closely

— Commander, Bob Crippen; Science
Pilot, William Thorton; Pilot, Karol
Bobko.

ASTP/Saturn-1B
Rollout Carried Cover

The cover shown is a CARRIED cover
on_the Apollo-Soyuz (ASTP) Saturn-1B
rollout that made the entire trip when
the rocket first started to leave the
Vehicle Assembly Building (VAB) at 8
AM the morning of March 24, 1975 until
the mobile launcher was properly cen-
tered on Apollo Launch Complex 39B
around 3 PM that afternoon. The roll-
out Chief Instrumentation-Electronics
technician carried and autographed the

covers. The covers were carried on
Mobile Launcher #1 (ML-1) on “B”
level in the Instrumentation section

where they made the complete 7 hour
trip from VAB to launch pad. However,
because the KSC post office closes at
3 PM, there was no possible way to
get the covers from the mobile launcher
down in time to get them cancelled on
March 24, so the covers were post-
marked the following day. Only 200
covers were carried.
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