THE ASTRONAUT WHO CHALLENGED EVEREST

Bill York (SU 5423)

      The crew of the Space Shuttle 51-F/Spacelab 2 mission (July 29 - Aug. 6, 1985) included a mission specialist who had dedicated his life to astronomy and space research.  Dr. Karl G. Henize was selected as an astronaut in 1967.  But it was not until 1985 that he was chosen to be a member of the prime crew for STS-51F aboard Challenger.  Previously, he had been a member of the support crew for Apollo 15, Skylab 2, 3, and 4, in addition to his other responsibilities.  

      The STS 51-F mission was the first mission devoted entirely to Spacelab, which included 13 major experiments in the fields of astronomy, solar physics and other space studies.  Dr. Henize logged 188 hours in space during 126 orbits.  Challenger landed safely at Edwards AFB on August 6, 1985.  Shown here is the launch cover for the STS 51F KSC mission.  Dr. Henize later accepted a position as senior scientist in NASA's Space Services Branch, investigating the danger posed by space debris to the space program.  He had many interests and hobbies: astronomy, skin diving, stamp collecting and mountain climbing.  

      In 1993, at the age of 66, he accepted an invitation to join a British expedition attempting to climb the north face of Mount Everest in Nepal.  At 22,000 feet he began to show signs of extreme high altitude sickness (hypoxia).  A valiant effort was made to save his life, but he died on October 5th.  He was buried at the 18,000 foot level near the Changste Glacier. 

      A list of all fallen astronauts and some cosmonauts "…who spent their lives in pursuit of the stars." is maintained at Starfleet Remembers.  Go to http://users. tellurian.com/sfiremen.html or enter Starfleet Remembers in any search engine.  You can then download or print the complete illustrated list.  []

Ref: "Dr. Karl. G. Henize," http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=…

        "Astronaut Karl G. Henize," http://www.-cape.com/nf/Astronaut/Henize…

        http://xaspace.jinak.cz/pictures/covers/navic/so26.jpg

        http://www.jsc.nasa.gov/bios/htmlbios/Henize.html    
1

